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the people whom He has chosen as His heritage.” Psalm 33:12

Psalm 33 is full of joy and promise, and verse 12 is the pivotal statement: God’s
favor rests on His people. God delivers His own from famine, and our souls from
death. The people that God has chosen to be His heritage, these are the ones for whom
He is a help and a shield. He gives us love everlasting and eternal hope.

These words are extraordinary from David, who was an earthly king. No-one Rev. Elizabeth Stone
knew better the power and skill of a warrior. No-one knew better the sweet taste of victory and the effec-
tiveness of military strategy. No-one knew better the blessings of prosperity. Yet David, who had every rea-
son to have confidence in his own physical strength, his own military might and genius, and his own ability to
produce wealth, this David was convinced that everything came from the LORD. Nothing he had, nothing he
had achieved, no victory that he had won was in any way his own doing. In David’s mind, and in His theology,
everything came from God. All of his success and prosperity and even his kingship were gifts of Almighty
God. David was a man after God’s own heart because He knew about God’s sovereignty over all things. Da-
vid knew how to stand in the presence of God, he knew how to pray. And all of his prayers, even the ones of
repentance and the pleas for help in hard times, all of these praise God for His steadfast love and faithful-
ness.

As we celebrate Independence Day, we reflect on these words for our own nation. Are we as wise as
David? Do we recognize that God is sovereign and powerful over all our nation? Do we know that the coun-
sel of our president, our senators, our congressmen, and our judiciary are all subject to the counsel of
God? Do we know that our military might, the most powerful and best equipped army in the modern world,
is not able to rescue or save us? Do we know that all our prosperity and wellbeing is a direct result of God’s
favor on us? The original signers of the Declaration of Independence knew it. They dared to defy England,
the greatest colonial empire of its day with the largest and best equipped standing army of its day. The
framers of our constitution knew it. They purposely did not make this country a monarchy. They left room
for God.

The very first amendment of the constitution gives freedom of religion and of conscience and of
speech. “Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or restricting the free exercise
thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assem-
ble, or to petition their government for a redress of grievances.” This follows the articles of government that
provide for a balance of power between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government, but
make no provision for a king. They made no king, because God is the only One Who can be a perfect
King. Once Christ came, earthly kings are only vain attempts to do God’s job. Jesus came preaching that the
Kingdom of God had come. Once that happened, there is one and only one King, King Jesus.

Continued on page 2
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Pastor’s message, cont.

In these United States, our ultimate allegiance is left open, so that we may worship. It is not incompati-
ble to be a Christian and an American. In fact, our whole Constitution declares the Scriptural truths of our free-
dom in Christ: our human equality, our divine mandate to take dominion, our establishment of government to
allow the peaceful productive pursuit of prosperity and security for ourselves and our posterity. It is not a vague
undertone of Christian principles, but one that recognizes the divine spark in every human soul. It rings with the
declaration that we have worth in God’s eyes, and are therefore worth every protection and support a human
government can afford, under the watchful eye and sovereign power of the Godhead.

Our nation is not perfect, no country on earth can claim that. Our history is replete with great successes
and woeful failures, good progress and unfortunate missteps. Yet our government makes room for faith, for an
acknowledgement that there is a Creator who endows us with every blessing we have. Such freedom is not to be
taken lightly, so let us use it to do the highest work we humans are capable of: worshiping our gracious God with
thanksgiving and praise.

Blessings,
Pastor Elizabeth Stone

Report from the Session

Session did not meet in June.

The next stated session meeting will be 07/19/2023 at 5:30 pm.

ATTENDANCE
06/04/2023 : in sanctuary, 48
06/11/2023 : in sanctuary, 50
06/18/2023 : in sanctuary, 22
06/25/2023 : in sanctuary, 36
COMMUNION

Traditional communion will be served during morning worship on 07/02/2023.

BIBLE STUDY

Join the member led church-wide Bible Study on Thursdays at 10:30 am via Zoom. Darrel
leads the discussion which will be focusing on the book of Mark. Here’s the Zoom address:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82346112262.

YOU TUBE
Our Sunday worship service is transmitted via YouTube and is listed as First Presbyterian Church Georgetown, KY. Many
thanks to Lisa and Gary for operating the sound system and for making it all happen.
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Worship Committee Invites YOU

Come join your Church Family in celebrating Independence Day !
We will have chairs set up in the breezeway to watch the
4th of July Parade from the best viewing location in town!

Parade starts at 11:00 am Rain or Shine
Following the parade we will host a

Hot Dog Lunch in Fellowship Hall.

Wear your Red White and Blue—Bring a flag

Hope to see you there!
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FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE

The Worship Committee will meet Thursday, July 6 in the church library.
The Blessings of Music in Worship

Our Church has long been blessed with the remarkable talents of musicians and singers supporting our worship
services. We have recently enjoyed piano music by Ken. As R. recovers, we look forward to Nina’s return. The
choir will take a much deserved vacation during July. We will be blessed by some special music in the choir’s ab-
sence.

Liturgists Needed

Please consider volunteering to serve as Liturgist. There is a Liturgist sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside
the Church offices.

Adult Sunday School Classes
We now offer two Adult Sunday School Classes on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

Adult | meets in the Church library and uses current books by Christian writers to discuss how modern issues im-
pact our faith journeys. It is currently using the book The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel. This book, written by a
former investigative reporter and attorney, examines the available Christ. This class is also open to virtual partici-
pation via Zoom. The Zoom meeting ID is

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88041635485.

All are welcome and encouraged to attend and participate in what is always a lively discussion. New students
would find it easy to jump into the study at any time.

Adult Il meets in the downstairs classroom and is a more Bible focused class. Given Darrel’s amazing level of Bible
knowledge, the class is bound to be a wonderful exploration of topics from the scriptures. The class is currently
looking at the journey of the Israelites from captivity to establishment of a Jewish nation in the Old Testament.
New students are always welcome.

The Church Mouse First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Monthly Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Rev. Elizbeth Stone, Pastor
Georgetown, KY
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